[Cancer of the anal canal. Results of the treatment of a series of 195 cases].
Between 1968 and 1982, 195 patients with invasive anal canal carcinoma were treated at Institut Curie (Paris, France). There were 168 females and 27 males --sex-ratio: 5.7/1, mean age: 67 +/- 11 yrs. (range: 38-85 yrs.). The initial size of the tumors was analyzed according to the circumferential invasion of the anal canal. The tumor involved 1/4 of the circumference in 49 cases, 1/2 of the circumference in 108 cases, 3/4 of the circumference in 22 cases and the whole circumference in 16 cases. Pathological examination revealed 20 cloacogenic carcinomas and 175 squamous carcinomas. All patients received radiotherapy as initial treatment and none received chemotherapy as a curative procedure. Eight patients received only palliative treatment. Twenty-seven patients were operated on because the response of the tumor to irradiation was partial or incomplete. One hundred and sixty patients received the full course of irradiation with a complete response. Among the latter, 100 patients were alive NED with a normal anal function with at least a 2-year follow-up. Local recurrences (n = 42) underwent salvage surgery in 50 p. 100 of the cases with a 3-year survival over 50 p. 100. Actuarial survival of the 195 patients was 68.5 p. 100 at 3 years and 58 p. 100 at 5 years. Survival was highly related to the initial size of the tumor and to the presence of positive inguinal nodes (p less than 0.0002). The histologic type was not related to the response to radiotherapy, nor to local recurrence or to survival.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)